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I. Assessment Results per Student Learning Outcome  

Outcome 1: Students will demonstrate a knowledge of the significant political, social, 
economic and diplomatic developments in the United States through 1877.  

• Assessment Plan  

o Assessment Tool: Departmentally-developed pre- and post-test 

o Assessment Date: Fall 2007 

o Course section(s)/other population: Odd/even rotation using section numbers 

o Number students to be assessed: All 

o How the assessment will be scored:  

o Standard of success to be used for this assessment:  

o Who will score and analyze the data:  

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.  

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years 
below) 

SP/SU (indicate years 
below) 

   2016      

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.  

# of students enrolled # of students assessed 
125 41 



3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, 
please explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, 
or did not complete activity.  

For this assessment, I selected the four sections which I taught.  In the future, 
assessment will include sections taught by other instructors.  

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, 
evening, extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your 
selection criteria.  

All sections were offered on campus. 

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this 
tool and how it was scored.  

A 25-question pre-test and post-test were administered and scored using an answer 
key.  Pre- and post-test scores were compared to determine improvement.  

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool 
during the course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this 
learning outcome and indicate whether the standard of success was met for this 
outcome and tool.  

Met Standard of Success: Yes 
32 of the 41 (78 percent) students showed a gain from pre-test to post-test, 
exceeding the established benchmark of 75 percent. 

7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength 
in student achievement of this learning outcome.  

Students did very well with this outcome. 

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student 
achievement of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of 
success, you may wish to identify your plans for continuous improvement.  

No plans for improvement, since students fared well with this outcome. 
 
 
Outcome 2: Students will identify prominent people-both individuals and groups-and the 
roles they played in the historical development of the United States through 1877.  

• Assessment Plan  

o Assessment Tool: Departmentally-developed pre- and post-test 



o Assessment Date: Fall 2007 

o Course section(s)/other population: Odd/even rotation using section numbers 

o Number students to be assessed: All 

o How the assessment will be scored:  

o Standard of success to be used for this assessment:  

o Who will score and analyze the data:  

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.  

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years 
below) 

SP/SU (indicate years 
below) 

   2016      

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.  

# of students enrolled # of students assessed 
125 41 

3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, 
please explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, 
or did not complete activity.  

For this assessment, I selected the four sections which I taught.  In the future, 
assessment will include sections taught by other instructors.  

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, 
evening, extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your 
selection criteria.  

All sections were offered on campus. 

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this 
tool and how it was scored.  

A 25-question pre-test and post-test were administered and scored using an answer 
key.  Pre- and post-test scores were compared to determine improvement.  

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool 
during the course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this 
learning outcome and indicate whether the standard of success was met for this 
outcome and tool.  

Met Standard of Success: Yes 



32 of the 41 (78 percent) students showed a gain from pre-test to post-test, 
exceeding the established benchmark of 75 percent. 

7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength 
in student achievement of this learning outcome.  

Overall, students did well with this outcome.  The exception was identifying the 
roles people played from the end of the War of 1812 up to around 1850. 

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student 
achievement of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of 
success, you may wish to identify your plans for continuous improvement.  

These 35 years or so are a period about which most student know little.  This 
shortcoming was not unexpected.  Altering the in-class approach to this era is a 
possible avenue for improvement. 

 
 
Outcome 3: Students will identify the ways in which the political, social, economic and 
diplomatic developments of this era have helped shape contemporary society.  

• Assessment Plan  

o Assessment Tool: Departmentally-developed pre- and post-test 

o Assessment Date: Fall 2007 

o Course section(s)/other population: Odd/even rotation using section numbers 

o Number students to be assessed: All 

o How the assessment will be scored:  

o Standard of success to be used for this assessment:  

o Who will score and analyze the data:  

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.  

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years 
below) 

SP/SU (indicate years 
below) 

   2016      

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.  

# of students enrolled # of students assessed 
125 41 



3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, 
please explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, 
or did not complete activity.  

For this assessment, I selected the three sections which I taught.  In the future, 
assessment will include sections taught by other instructors.  

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, 
evening, extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your 
selection criteria.  

All sections were offered on campus. 

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this 
tool and how it was scored.  

A 25-question pre-test and post-test were administered and scored using an answer 
key.  Pre- and post-test scores were compared to determine improvement.  

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool 
during the course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this 
learning outcome and indicate whether the standard of success was met for this 
outcome and tool.  

Met Standard of Success: Yes 
32 of the 41 (78 percent) students showed a gain from pre-test to post-test, 
exceeding the established benchmark of 75 percent. 

7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength 
in student achievement of this learning outcome.  

Overall, students did well with this outcome.  The exception was recognizing the 
way the two major political parties have evolved over the past 150 years or so. 

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student 
achievement of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of 
success, you may wish to identify your plans for continuous improvement.  

This shortcoming was not unexpected.  My plan is to continue addressing the issue 
of political parties--their character and how they change--during the course of the 
class. 

 

II. Course Summary and Action Plans Based on Assessment Results 



1. Describe your overall impression of how this course is meeting the needs of 
students. Did the assessment process bring to light anything about student 
achievement of learning outcomes that surprised you?  

As an introductory course in U.S. history, this course serves the students well, 
giving them a basic foundation.  

2. Describe when and how this information, including the action plan, was or will be 
shared with Departmental Faculty.  

At a departmental faculty meeting. 

3.  
Intended Change(s)  

Intended Change Description of the 
change Rationale Implementation 

Date 
No changes intended. 

4. Is there anything that you would like to mention that was not already captured?  

5.  

III. Attached Files 

HST 201 data 
Faculty/Preparer:  John Kerr  Date: 07/13/2016  
Department Chair:  Gregg Heidebrink  Date: 08/02/2016  
Dean:  Bill Abernethy  Date: 08/03/2016  
Assessment Committee Chair:  Michelle Garey  Date: 02/03/2017  
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